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Brussels, 29 October 2019 - “This month marks the 11th anniversary of the deployment of the 

EU Monitoring Mission in Georgia (EUMM), in the aftermath of the Russian aggression of 

August 2018 and the signature of the EU-mediated ceasefire agreement that ended the war 

between Russia and Georgia. 

The EUMM plays a decisive role to enhance security and stability in the region, by conducting, 

day and night, patrols along the Administrative Boundary Lines (ABLs) with Abkhazia and 

Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, thus contributing to the peaceful solution of the conflict, 

facilitating the resumption of a safe and normal life - insofar as possible - for local communit ies, 

and building up confidence amongst the parties concerned, notably through the activation of its 

Hotline and its support to the Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism (IPRM) meetings. 

Against this background, the arrest and brief detention of unarmed civilian monitors of the 

EUMM in the afternoon of 24 October, by armed South Ossetian de facto security personnel, 

is cause for our deep concern. 

The circumstances of this totally unacceptable incident, which happened while the EUMM 

monitors were conducting a patrol in the Chorchana-Tsnelisi area, are being investigated.  

In the meantime, we call on the Russian Federation, as the power that exercises effective control 

in violation of international law, to honour its international obligations, i.a. under the EU-

mediated ceasefire agreement, and to grant the EUMM access to the occupied regions. 

As a Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia, I always had the South Caucasus high on politica l 

agenda. I strongly believe in every nation's right to choose its own path. As an Estonian, I know 
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how important it is to have support from friends and partners on the path of democratic reforms. 

I am honoured to continue contributing to cooperation with the South Caucasus in my capacity 

of the Chair of the DSCA.” 
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